346 THE GROWTH OF THE POPULATION OF EUROPE
approached i per cent, per annum on the average. Moreover,
the rate has declined as the century has advanced. Rapid
increase is now confined to certain countries of southern and
eastern Europe. In 1929 the following European countries
alone showed a rate of increase greater than i per cent, per
annum: Bulgaria, Spain, Lithuania, Holland, Poland, Portugal,
Roumania, and Russia. With the exception of Russia, where
the rate was 2-2 per cent, per annum, no country was increas-
ing at a rate of over 1-5 per cent per annum. The decline
in the rate of increase is due to a decline in the birth-rate, which
has fallen between 1901-5 and 1928-9 by 15 per cent, in France
to 47 per cent, in Germany. It can be safely prophesied that
within the next two decades the population of most northern
and western European countries will have ceased to increase;
increase will continue longer in the south and east because the
fall in the birth-rate began later there. But all European
countries are following the same path; very large decreases in
the birth-rate have recently been reported from Russia. The
end is not in doubt; the present jphase will see an end of the
expansion of Europe in population.

When stabilization comes about, the relative situation of the
European countries will not be as it is now because increase will
continue longer in the east than in the west. Year by year the
south and especially the east are becoming numerically rela-
tively more important. Thus at the present time the population
of Europe without Russia is about 380 millions and it receives
a net annual addition of about 2 J millions by natural increase.
The population of Russia in Europe is 135 millions and it
receives a net annual addition of about 3^ millions by natural
increase. But the east is only regaining what it has lost through
the earlier multiplication of numbers in the west.

One other aspect of the growth of the population of Europe
requires notice. Its population has not only increased in situ\
it has overflowed. How many Europeans left to take up
permanent residence overseas it is not possible to say. The
magnitude of the movement is evident from the fact that be-
tween 1820 and 1930 some 38,000,000 aliens migrated from